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February 21, 2018 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2019 RELATING TO BIOFUEL	
 
Chairperson Dela Cruz and Members of the Ways and Means Committee 
Senate Conference Room 211 
February 23, 2018 10:00am 
 
Pacific Biodiesel is in strong support of SB 2019.   
 
The edits from the Transportation and Energy Committee made some necessary 
corrections to the bill.  We support SD1 as written.  Some have expressed a desire to 
eliminate ethanol from this bill and have this mandate cover biomass based diesel only, 
which we would also support.   
 
Our State will benefit economically and environmentally from this action.  Thank you for 
your leadership on this important first step towards sustainable transportation fuel for our 
heavy duty fleet users.    
 
 
Mahalo, 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Robert King, President     
Pacific Biodiesel Technologies, LLC   
 
 



http://www.hawaiibioeconomy.org/
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=TRE


http://www.hawaiibioeconomy.org/
mailto:Ccampa1@msn.com
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Testifying for No Ka Oi 

Energy, LLC 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

  

February 19, 2018 

  

TESTIMONY ON SB 2019 SD1 RELATING TO BIOFUEL 

SUPPORT 

  

Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 

Committee: Committee on Ways and Means 

Hearing: "Public Decision Making" on Friday, February 23, 2018 at 10AM in Conference 

Room 211, State Capitol 

  

Chairperson Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair and Members of the Committee, 

  

No Ka Oi Energy, LLC is in strong SUPPORT of SB 2019 SD1. 

  

With the passing of the Hawaii's Renewable Portfolio Standard, the State has shown its 

considerable commitment to moving Hawaii beyond fossil fuels. This commitment should 

now be extended beyond electricity production, to the vital transportation industry.  



Senate Bill 2019 SD1 establishes a biofuel content requirement for all on-road transportation 

fuel sold in Hawaii. Given the magnitude of fossil fuel imported into Hawaii, the most 

petroleum-dependent state in the nation - and with the majority of Hawaii's fuel consumed by 

our transportation sector - this would move our State toward its intended transportation 

renewable energy goals. It is an important step in the fight against climate change. 

  

A biofuel content requirement isn't anything new - similar requirements are already in place in 

over a dozen states on the mainland, in various blends from 5% to 20%. In Hawaii, a state that 

was the first in the nation to mandate becoming powered by 100% renewable sources, we are 

lagging behind in showing support for biofuels! Blending 10% biodiesel into petroleum diesel 

for on-road diesel engines is an important step towards our 100% renewable goals. 

  

Please pass SB 2019 SD1 that will significantly advance the reduction and eventual elimination 

of imported fossil fuels, help drive Hawaii to a stronger, more resilient and energy-secure 

economy, and ensure that Hawaii is doing its part to minimize the negative impacts of 

greenhouse gas-induced climate change. 

  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

  

Glenn Yamasaki, President 

No Ka Oi Energy, LLC 
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Jeff Reiss 
Testifying for Peletex, 

Inc. 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Please do anyhting that you can support passage of this bill to guaranty a market for 
biodiesel.  If Hawaii wants to be 100% renewable energy by 2045, we will need 
biofuels.  Help guaranty a steady market, so they can ramp up to meet the need in the 
future.  We all need reliability to progress. 

Best Regrds, 

Jeff Reiss, CEO Peletex  

8708-870-4063 
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Richard Hagemeyer 
Testifying for Agmark 

Logistics 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

SB2019 is a very moderate approach to ensuring that biofuels remain part of the 
solution to energy independence as mandaded by the State.  Biofuels reqire a long term 
horizon to attract the necessary investment in agriculture and manufacturing.  This bill 
helps in that regard.  

  

 



mailto:gslovin@awlaw.com
mailto:cmkido@awlaw.com
mailto:mito@awlaw.com
mailto:tyajima@awlaw.com
mailto:rtsujimura@awlaw.com
mailto:mtsujimura@awlaw.com
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Lani Hernandez Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Fuel costs are too damn high already. 
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Comments:  

February 19, 2018 

TESTIMONY ON SB 2019 SD1 RELATING TO BIOFUEL SUPPORT 

Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 

Committee: Committee on Ways and Means 

Hearing: "Public Decision Making" on Friday, February 23, 2018 at 10AM in Conference 
Room 211, State Capitol 

Chairperson Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair and Members of the Committee, 

Kimberly Sloan is in strong SUPPORT of SB 2019 SD1. 

With the passing of the Hawaii's Renewable Portfolio Standard, the State has shown its 
considerable commitment to moving Hawaii beyond fossil fuels. This commitment 
should now be extended beyond electricity production, to the vital transportation 
industry.  

Senate Bill 2019 SD1 establishes a biofuel content requirement for all on-road 
transportation fuel sold in Hawaii. Given the magnitude of fossil fuel imported into 
Hawaii, the most petroleum-dependent state in the nation - and with the majority of 
Hawaii's fuel consumed by our transportation sector - this would move our State toward 
its intended transportation renewable energy goals. It is an important step in the fight 
against climate change. 

A biofuel content requirement isn't anything new - similar requirements are already in 
place in over a dozen states on the mainland, in various blends from 5% to 20%. In 
Hawaii, a state that was the first in the nation to mandate becoming powered by 100% 
renewable sources, we are lagging behind in showing support for biofuels! Blending 
10% biodiesel into petroleum diesel for on-road diesel engines is an important step 
towards our 100% renewable goals. 



Please pass SB 2019 SD1 that will significantly advance the reduction and eventual 
elimination of imported fossil fuels, help drive Hawaii to a stronger, more resilient and 
energy-secure economy, and ensure that Hawaii is doing its part to minimize the 
negative impacts of greenhouse gas-induced climate change. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

Kimberly Sloan 
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Joy Nelson Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Let us move past the fossil fuel age.  Use sustainable biodiesel  for transportation. 

 



SB-2019-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/19/2018 4:56:32 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 2/23/2018 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Glen Kagamida Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I absolutely SUPPORT SB2019 SD1. 

JOBS!  JOBS!  JOBS! 

Clean, energy source to get Hawaii to 100% renewable!  No more depending on 
OPEC.  No rationing, shortages and lines at gas stations. 

This is a no-brainer and should be implemented immediately, not in 2050. 

Glen Kagamida, Hilo 
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Rene Umberger Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Brian Lehmann Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Barbara Barry Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Committee members,  

I strongly support this bill. 

Mahalo, 

Ms. Barbara Barry 

Ha'iku, HI 96708 
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February 21, 2018 

TESTIMONY ON SB 2019 SD1 RELATING TO BIOFUEL 

SUPPORT 

Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 

Committee: Committee on Ways and Means 

Hearing: "Public Decision Making" on Friday, February 23, 2018 at 10AM in Conference 
Room 211, State Capitol 

Chairperson Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Matthias Kusch and I am in strong SUPPORT of SB 2019 SD1. 

With the passing of the Hawaii's Renewable Portfolio Standard, the State has shown its 
considerable commitment to moving Hawaii beyond fossil fuels. This commitment 
should now be extended beyond electricity production, to the vital transportation 
industry.  

Senate Bill 2019 SD1 establishes a biofuel content requirement for all on-road 
transportation fuel sold in Hawaii. Given the magnitude of fossil fuel imported into 
Hawaii, the most petroleum-dependent state in the nation - and with the majority of 
Hawaii's fuel consumed by our transportation sector - this would move our State toward 
its intended transportation renewable energy goals. It is an important step in the fight 
against climate change. 

A biofuel content requirement isn't anything new - similar requirements are already in 
place in over a dozen states on the mainland, in various blends from 5% to 20%. In 
Hawaii, a state that was the first in the nation to mandate becoming powered by 100% 
renewable sources, we are lagging behind in showing support for biofuels! Blending 
10% biodiesel into petroleum diesel for on-road diesel engines is an important step 
towards our 100% renewable goals. 



Please pass SB 2019 SD1 that will significantly advance the reduction and eventual 
elimination of imported fossil fuels, help drive Hawaii to a stronger, more resilient and 
energy-secure economy, and ensure that Hawaii is doing its part to minimize the 
negative impacts of greenhouse gas-induced climate change. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

Matthias Kusch 
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sabina blessington Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Hawaii Biofuels are a clean, renewable energy that is not only good for local business, 
but the environment and fuel independence as well. Mahalo 
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Karen Chun Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

This is a special interest bill.  Look what happened with requiring 10% ethanol.  The 
fossil fuel used to create the corn ethanol (over the life-cycle of corn growing, distilling, 
etc) EXCEEDED the energy content of the ethanol fuel - thus it did not save fossil 
energy at all. 
 
Right now, the biofuel industry in Hawai'i has to be self-sustaining. A result of that is that 
a situation like ethanol would be financially impractical. This stops "greenwashing" as 
happened with corn ethanol. 
 
If you pass this bill, Big Ag like Monsanto will be attracted to Hawaii, take our ag land for 
fuel production and further limit our ability to grow food for ourselves. 
 
The unintended side effects of passing this bill will be negative for our state. The 
positive effects only boost a few companies' revenue stream. I 100% support getting on 
renewable energy but this mandate would not help - it is a special interest give-away. 

 



February 21, 2018 
 
 
  
TESTIMONY ON SB 2019 SD1 RELATING TO BIOFUEL SUPPORT 
  
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 
Committee: Committee on Ways and Means 
Hearing: "Public Decision Making" on Friday, February 23, 2018 at 10AM in Conference Room 
211, State Capitol 
  
Chairperson Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair and Members of the Committee, 
  
I am in strong SUPPORT of SB 2019 SD1. 
  
Given the magnitude of fossil fuel imported into Hawaii, the most petroleum-dependent state in 
the nation - and with the majority of Hawaii's fuel consumed by our transportation sector - this 
would help move our State toward its intended transportation renewable energy goals. It is an 
important step in the fight against climate change. 
  
I am heartened that Hawaii was the first in the state in the nation to mandate becoming 
powered by 100% renewable sources. Unfortunately, we are lagging behind in showing 
support for biofuels! Blending 10% biodiesel into petroleum diesel for on-road diesel engines is 
an important step towards our 100% renewable goals and will help increase green jobs in our 
state. 
  
Please pass SB 2019 SD1 that will significantly advance the reduction and eventual elimination 
of imported fossil fuels, help drive Hawaii to a stronger, more resilient and energy-secure 
economy, and ensure that Hawaii is doing its part to minimize the negative impacts of 
greenhouse gas-induced climate change. 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Beth Mathias 
  
Beth Mathias 
61 Waipalani Road 
Haiku, HI  96708 
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joan conway Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

This must pass. Requiring biodiesel to be added to all fuel is part of the continuing 
movement toward sustainability that Hawaii has shown as a true commitment to the rest 
of our country.  

 



TESTIMONY LETTER 
 
   
   

February 21, 2018 
  
TESTIMONY ON SB 2019 SD1 RELATING TO BIOFUEL  
SUPPORT 
  
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 
Committee: Committee on Ways and Means 
Hearing: "Public Decision Making" on Friday, February 23, 2018 at 10AM in Conference Room 
211, State Capitol 
  
Chairperson Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair and Members of the Committee, 
  
Jan Alejandro is in strong SUPPORT of SB 2019 SD1. 
  
With the passing of the Hawaii's Renewable Portfolio Standard, the State has shown its 
considerable commitment to moving Hawaii beyond fossil fuels. This commitment should now 
be extended beyond electricity production, to the vital transportation industry.  
Senate Bill 2019 SD1 establishes a biofuel content requirement for all on-road transportation 
fuel sold in Hawaii. Given the magnitude of fossil fuel imported into Hawaii, the most petroleum-
dependent state in the nation - and with the majority of Hawaii's fuel consumed by 
our transportation sector - this would move our State toward its intended transportation 
renewable energy goals. It is an important step in the fight against climate change. 
  
A biofuel content requirement isn't anything new - similar requirements are already in place in 
over a dozen states on the mainland, in various blends from 5% to 20%. In Hawaii, a state that 
was the first in the nation to mandate becoming powered by 100% renewable sources, we are 
lagging behind in showing support for biofuels! Blending 10% biodiesel into petroleum diesel for 
on-road diesel engines is an important step towards our 100% renewable goals.  
  
Please pass SB 2019 SD1 that will significantly advance the reduction and eventual elimination 
of imported fossil fuels, help drive Hawaii to a stronger, more resilient and energy-secure 
economy, and ensure that Hawaii is doing its part to minimize the negative impacts of 
greenhouse gas-induced climate change.  
  
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
  
Jan Alejandro 
Pacific Biodiesel 
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Dana Shinsato Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Stephanie Austin Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

This bill will have enormous unintended consequences! 

Are all vehicles able to use this product? Ethanol requirement damaged many vehicles!  

 





February 21, 2018 
  
TESTIMONY ON SB 2019 SD1 RELATING TO BIOFUEL 
SUPPORT 
  
Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 
Committee: Committee on Ways and Means 
Hearing: "Public Decision Making" on Friday, February 23, 2018 at 10AM in Conference Room 211, State 
Capitol 
  
Chairperson Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair and Members of the Committee, 
  
Yuswati Curry is in strong SUPPORT of SB 2019 SD1. 
  
With the passing of the Hawaii's Renewable Portfolio Standard, the State has shown its considerable 
commitment to moving Hawaii beyond fossil fuels. This commitment should now be extended beyond 
electricity production, to the vital transportation industry. 
Senate Bill 2019 SD1 establishes a biofuel content requirement for all on-road transportation fuel sold in 
Hawaii. Given the magnitude of fossil fuel imported into Hawaii, the most petroleum-dependent state in the 
nation - and with the majority of Hawaii's fuel consumed by our transportation sector - this would move our 
State toward its intended transportation renewable energy goals. It is an important step in the fight against 
climate change. 
  
A biofuel content requirement isn't anything new - similar requirements are already in place in over a dozen 
states on the mainland, in various blends from 5% to 20%. In Hawaii, a state that was the first in the nation to 
mandate becoming powered by 100% renewable sources, we are lagging behind in showing support for 
biofuels! Blending 10% biodiesel into petroleum diesel for on-road diesel engines is an important step towards 
our 100% renewable goals. 
  
Please pass SB 2019 SD1 that will significantly advance the reduction and eventual elimination of imported 
fossil fuels, help drive Hawaii to a stronger, more resilient and energy-secure economy, and ensure that Hawaii 
is doing its part to minimize the negative impacts of greenhouse gas-induced climate change. 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
  
Yuswati Curry 
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Andrew Pamplona Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support this SB 2019. 
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Anthony E. Baduria Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Ana Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Reyn Kahaapea Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Eileen Carvalho Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

February 22, 2018 

  

TESTIMONY ON SB 2019 SD1 RELATING TO BIOFUEL 

SUPPORT 

  

Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 

Committee: Committee on Ways and Means 

Hearing: "Public Decision Making" on Friday, February 23, 2018 at 10AM in Conference 
Room 211, State Capitol 

  

Chairperson Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair and Members of the Committee, 

  

I am in strong SUPPORT of SB 2019 SD1. 

  

With the passing of the Hawaii's Renewable Portfolio Standard, Hawaii will take steps to 
secure its place among leaders in the renewable energy industry and will bolster its fight 
against climate change. 

  

The passing of SB 2019 SD1 will directly support tourism and the defense industry, 
especially during economic downturns when access to fossil fuels is limited. The 
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Emily Villanueva Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
  

  

February 22, 2018 

TESTIMONY ON SB 2019 SD1 RELATING TO BIOFUEL SUPPORT 

Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 

Committee: Committee on Ways and Means 

Hearing: "Public Decision Making" on Friday, February 23, 2018 at 10AM in Conference 
Room 211, State Capitol 

Chairperson Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair and Members of the Committee, 

Emily Villanueva is in strong SUPPORT of SB 2019 SD1. 

With the passing of the Hawaii's Renewable Portfolio Standard, the State has shown its 
considerable commitment to moving Hawaii beyond fossil fuels. This commitment should 
now be extended beyond electricity production, to the vital transportation industry.  

Senate Bill 2019 SD1 establishes a biofuel content requirement for all on-road transportation 
fuel sold in Hawaii. Given the magnitude of fossil fuel imported into Hawaii, the most 
petroleum-dependent state in the nation - and with the majority of Hawaii's fuel consumed by 
our transportation sector - this would move our State toward its intended transportation 
renewable energy goals. It is an important step in the fight against climate change. 

A biofuel content requirement isn't anything new - similar requirements are already in place in 
over a dozen states on the mainland, in various blends from 5% to 20%. In Hawaii, a state that 
was the first in the nation to mandate becoming powered by 100% renewable sources, we are 
lagging behind in showing support for biofuels! Blending 10% biodiesel into petroleum diesel 
for on-road diesel engines is an important step towards our 100% renewable goals. 



Please pass SB 2019 SD1 that will significantly advance the reduction and eventual elimination 
of imported fossil fuels, help drive Hawaii to a stronger, more resilient and energy-secure 
economy, and ensure that Hawaii is doing its part to minimize the negative impacts of 
greenhouse gas-induced climate change. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

Emily Villanueva 
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